[Indications for the monitoring of aminoglycoside serum concentrations in internal medicine (author's transl)].
Numerous factors in the human body can influence and cause variations in the pharmacokinetics of aminoglycoside antibiotics. As a result of these observations it has been demanded that all treatments with aminoglycosides be monitored. This would only appear to be justified for a limited number of indications, however, which involve very high dosages, long-term therapy and impaired renal function. The advantages of monitoring treatment are demonstrated in a patient with endocarditis.